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writing to earn if for them, did not detain him. Adventure
called.

Once again faithful Eliza came to the rescue. Her
husband, now past sixty, had also caught the Klondike
fever. Eliza put a thousand-dollar mortgage on her home
and took five hundred dollars out of her savings to outfit
the two men. Jack and Shepard went across to San Francisco,
which was doing a land-office business in Alaskan outfits,
and bought fur-lined coats, fur caps, high boots, red flannel
shirts, blankets, a tent, stove, runners, thongs, and tools
with which to build dog sleds and boats, and a thousand
pounds of grub apiece.

On March 12, 1897, they sailed on the Umatilla^ the same
ship on which Jack had reached San Francisco at the end of
his tramping days. Once again he was the youngest of a
motley crowd, a husky, handsome, blue-eyed, affable
youngster who could handle himself with the best of them in
a discussion, a fight, or a day's work. There was no guile or
malice in him; he liked everybody and everybody liked him.
On the UmatiUa Jack became friendly with Fred Thompson,
with Jim Goodman, a miner, and Sloper, a carpenter. These
four men were to remain fast friends during the difficult
days to come.

The UmatiUa, jammed to the gunwales with venturesome
gold-seekers, took the inside channel and anchored off
Skagway. Ship-boats took the now excitement-mad miners
ashore to Dyca Beach, where thousands of prospectors stood
amidst their tons of supplies against an Arctic winter,
bargaining frantically with Indians to haul them in. When
Jack and Shepard left San Francisco the quoted rate for
Indians to portage over Chilkoot Pass had been six cents a
pound. By the time they reached Dyea Beach so great was
the demand for porters that the Indians had raised their
rates to thirty and forty cents a pound, and when a dumb-
founded miner hesitated for a moment, jacked the price to
fifty.

If Jack and Shepard had paid this rate they would have
been left without a dollar, and the Northwest Mounted, or